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.lohn lvluller, Chair
San Francisco Bay Regional
Water Qualiry Control Board
l5l5 Clay Street, Suite 1400

Oakland. CA 94612
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RE: Strong Tra^sh Provisions in Municipal Stormwate,t.fgMll

Dear Chairman ivluller and members of the Board:

We are v"'riting to express our support for effective, measurable reductions in trash in our creeks and the

Bay as a requiiement in the watei Board's pending Municipal Regional Storrnrvaler Permit (MRP).

which covers 75% of the Bay Area.

Trash pollution is a serious rvater quality issue for San Francisco Bay and its creeks. N4uch of the trash in

our water is plastic, which never biodegrades. Bay wildlife such as harbor seals and migratory birds eat

trash or become entangled by it, suffer and die, Trash has a negative impact on proPerry values, public

recrearion and tourisnrl fouling our shoreline and devaluing our region. Governor Sclrwarzenegger's

Ocean protection Council has cired marine debris as a top threat to California's beaches and bays, and the

Governor approved an action strategy to combat the problem that emphasizes screening uash from

5lsrnrvater, ind reducing trash generatiorr at the source. We know the Bay Area public cares about trash -
)9,556 Bal, Area residents volunteered to pick up trash on Coa-ctal Cleanup Day 2008.

The Regional Board is to be commended for its leadership in recognizing that the YII it an essentiel part

of a comprehensive public policy to protect the Bay fronr tash and marine debris. The Board has

identified trash as a pollurant of concern and also recently lisred 26 creeks and much of the Bay as trash

impaired under rhe Clean Wster Act. Because the Board intends to address these impairments through the

trrtip, it is critical that the permit includes measured yeerly reductions in trash and merdatcs immediate

action to address known trash problenrs.

As the Board has noted, there are "ubiquitous, unacceptable levels of trash in waters of the San Francisco

Bay Region.,, (lvlR} Fact Sheet,2/l1109.) We are concerned that successive drafts <rf the permit's trash

control 
-proyisions 

have been progressively rveaker, This stormwater pernrit must clearl-v articulate the

dual goalsof zero trash and no impairment to beneficial uses.

The LA Regional Board has nrade clear progress toward achieving a goal ef "7ero trash." In the Bay 
I

Area, we should do no less.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

?.cl5

Senator l,oni Hancock
9th District

Senator Mark
7th District

.@$
fuintad on eOcycl^d Pnpcl

DeSaulnier
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